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EPA Needs To Improve 
The Navajo Indian 
Safe Drinking Water Program 

The safety of pubtic drinking water depends 
on compliance with national regulationswhich 
specify maximum contaminant levels. 

The Environmental Protection Agency’s ef- 
forts to insure this safety on the Navajo Indian 
Reservation have not been effective because 
of its lack of overall supervision and standard 
sampling and training procedures and inade- 
quate monitoring. 

GAO found some water systems on the reser- 
vation with contaminants in excess of permis- 
sible levels. The Administrator needs to insure 
compliance with drinking water standards. 
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COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES 

WASHINGTON, D.C. m 

B-199856 

The Hqnorable Morris K. Udall, Chairman 
Committee on Interior and Insular 

Affairs 

The Honorable Henry Waxman, Chairman 
Subcommittee on Health and the 

Environment 
Committee on Interstate and Foreign 

Commerce 
House of Representatives 

As requested in your June 5, 1979, letter, and after 
subsequent talks with your offices, we reviewed the Environ- 
mental Protection Agency's implementation of the drinking 
water program in conjunction with the Indian Health Service 
on the Navajo Indian Reservation. We also reviewed the 
water sampling and laboratory analysis practices used on the 
reservation and tested selected water supplies (mostly wells). 
In addition, we reviewed the Department of the Interior's role 
in the program on the reservation. 

This report discusses the need for better planning and 
coordination of the program and standardization of sampling 
and training procedures. It also recommends ways to improve 
the program. 

At your request, we did not obtain agency comments, 
but the matters covered in the report were discussed with 
program officials. Their views are included in the report 
where appropriate. 

Also as requested, unless you publicly announce its 
contents earlier, we will not distribute the report to the 
agencies involved and other interested parties until 30 
days after the date of the report. 

Comptroller General 
of the United States 
























































































































































































































